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Introduction:

Lalehzar, the street that was once called the Champs-Élysées of Tehran, would be celebrating its 150th birthday an-
niversary in two years. 

Located at the heart of the city, this street was the so called “center of leisure” and home to most of the city’s cine-
mas, theaters, cabarets, bars and restaurants a lot of which have become abandoned build�ings after the Islamic 
revolution.

In the year 2018 a proposal was made by the city council of Tehran to revitalize Lale�hzar along with some of the 
still standing buildings around. As a result, some of those buildings opened their doors to the public for a short 
period of time, before restoration. Some, for the first time in years.

The task at hand proposes the reuse of one of these buildings, Nasr Theater complex; a 100 year old building which 
at the time, was the first cinema and theater of Tehran and has a trace in every citizen’s memories. The expected 
outcome is still a complex of the same function but one that is more adaptable for today’s use and slightly ex�
panded.

Location:

Tehran, Iran

2.Graphic of the Historicaly 

Prominent Architecture along 

Lalehzar Street 

1. The building is located on 

Lalehzar Street, a famous 

historical north-southern 

street.

3. Lalehzar itself is a one way street 

towards the north. 

4. The surrounding urban 

texture of the neighbor-

hood is rather a dense one 

consisiting of blocks of 

built areas which normally 

form a courtyard and are 

maximum 3 floors of 

height. 

5. The greenery in this area is 

mostly placed on both sides of 

the streets. However there are a 

few trees existing in the court-

yard of the existing building on 

the northern edge of the court-

yard.

Access to the Building 



1886

Construction of Grand Hotel
The Actor’s Studio was 
founded in Tehran by 

Ali Nasr

The Building Became the Headquarter 
of the “Tehran Mosavar” Magazine 

alongside the Theater

Renovation after the Fire

First Phase of Renovation

The Actor’s Studio rents out the The-
ater Hall of Grand Palace Hotel as its 
Permanent Performance Venue

Ahmad Dehghan, 
the Head of 
the “Tehran Mos-
savar” Murdered
in his Office

-Offices Burnt Down
-The roof of the Waiting 
Area and the Stage were 
Completely Destroyed
-The Stores on the Ground-
floor were Harmed.

Underground Plan Ground Floor Plan First Floor Plan

Partial Damage

Activity of the Theater in Parallel

The Theater Hall was used 
as a Cinema

1888 1914 1916 1918 1920 1929 1940 1942 1944

Grand Hotel Opening
-A Hotel with 25 Furnished Rooms
-Dining and Entertainment Rooms
-A Theater with the Capacity of 400 
People

Second Phase 
of Renovation
The Facade of 
the Building as 
seen Today

Reopening after the Fire

1946 1948 1950 1952 1954 1956 1958

1960 1962 1964

Abandoned Ongoing Attempts for 
Renovation

Third Fire

The Islamic Revolution

Activity of the Theater 
under the Name Nasr

Quick Repair Revolution
Oriented 
Theater

The Cultural Center of Academic 
Center for Education

1978 1980 1982 1990 2004 2006 2008

Closed

2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Renovation to Convert to 
Museum of Theater

Bought by the "Embelish-
ment Organization"

Renovation Stopped due 
to Lack of Funding

History:

Plan of the Theater through Time:
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Existing Situation:

Photo: Shayan Mehrabi

Existing Situation of the GF: The Groundfloor of the Theater Building Consists of Decorations and Plaster 
Mouldings that were made through the renovation after the second fire through the years 1960-1963.
The Remainings of the Hotel today have been turned into a shopping center and have a private owner. Pho-
tography is not permitted and almost no sign of the Hotel is left in the building.

Existing Situation of the 1st and other Floors: Although there are some traces of the past, 
these areas have pretty much been left to the state of ruin. Some of the rooms of the hotel 
above the theater are being used as offices for the reovation crew. However the renovation 
has been stopped. The Grand Hotel”Passage” has no signs of its former being.

Photo: Shayan Mehrabi

Photo: Shayan Mehrabi

Photo: Shayan Mehrabi Photo: Shayan Mehrabi Photo: Shayan Mehrabi
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The exterior Facade of the building, from which mainly the entrance of the theater has survived 
was done in the year 1955. The iconic entrance of the theater, portraying a female figure perform-
ing with a harp accompanied by the  Melpomene and Thalia masks  has also been added in this 
year. 

1.Saving the Ghosts

Decorations: Concept:

2.Respecting the History 3. Respecting the Existing 

Context
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Design Process: Design Proposal:

Underground Plan      Scale:1:400

Existing Situation

As the Structure of the Exisiting Building is 

not so sound and could not possibly accept 

any more pressure, a secondary structure 

was needed to house all the required func-

tions. 

Considering the dense urban tissue of the 

area and the historical value of the surround-

ing buildings the only possible option was to 

insert the extension within the courtyard. 
Groundfloor Plan      Scale:1:400

First Floor Plan      Scale:1:400
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Third Floor Plan      Scale:1:400

A-A Section     Scale:1:400
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In order not to completely distrupt the court-

yard and the existing trees at the northern 

edge of it the extension Building was 

designed with a set back.

The Facade of the Existing Building should be 

stripped of the plaster and go back to its origi-

nal brick layout.

The entrance scupture should be preserved 

and hightened.

For the roof structure copper was chosen to 

heighten the importance of the building. Also, 

as copper is a locally produced material it will 

be easily produced and transferred.

As the walls within the Existing structure are 

Loadbearing, Most of the Areas had to be 

kept as is to not interfere with the structure of 

the building. The freedom of space however 

was achieved through the extension building.
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Birdview of the Building
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Proposed Plan for 1st Floor                                                                         
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Proposed Plan for 2nd Floor                                                                         
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View from the Courtyard

View from the Street



View from 1st Floor

Existing
Shop

Existing
Shop

Backstage
Changing

Room

Backstage
Changing

Room

A-A Section                                                   Scale: 1:200

B-B Section                                                 Scale: 1:200Sections:

Elevations:

Eastern Facade                                                                                                                                                                                                 Scale: 1:200 Northern Facade                                                                                                                                 Scale: 1:200



Magnifications and Construction:

HSS Profile
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Connection of the Two Buildings           Scale:1:10

Roof Flooring Structure:

                               Precast Concrete Pavers                      40mm
                               Cement Mortar                                       30mm
                               Extruded  Polystyrene Insulation       200mm
                               Waterproofing Membrane                    10mm          
                               Leveling Screed                                      30mm

Exterior Glass Curtain Wall                      

Interior Glass Curtain Wall                      
Interior Glass Curtain Wall                      

0.00 GF Level              

Fountain Flooring:

                           Mosaic Tiles                               10mm
                           Cement Mortar                           50mm
                           Waterproofing                          300mm

Existing Building's 
Slab Structure:                          
Steel Structure with 
Brick  

Basement Floor Structure:

Traditional Mosaic                      20mm
Mortar                                          30mm
Concrete                                    100mm
Blockage                                    300mm    

Newbuilt Flooring:

                                   Porcelain Beige Tiles                10mm
                                  Cement Mortar                           50mm
                                  Concrete Slab                           300mm
                                   Insulation                                  200mm          
                                   Magerbeton                              100mm

Loadbearing Wall Structure:

                               Brick Loadbearing Wall           760mm
                               Waterproofing Membrane        10mm
                               Concrete Strap Beam              350mm
                               Magerbeton                              100mm           

+4.20  1st Floor 
Extension Level            

+5.14  1st Floor 
Existing Level            

+9.00 Second
Floor Level      

+13.50 Third 
Floor Level      

+18.50 Rooftop 
Level      

Rooftop Detail           Scale:1:10

Fountain Flooring Detail           Scale:1:10

Enlarged Plan of the Area        Scale:1:10



Magnifications and Construction:

Stairs                                    Scale:1:10

Roof Flooring Structure:

                               Precast Concrete Pavers                      40mm
                               Cement Mortar                                       30mm
                               Extruded  Polystyrene Insulation       200mm
                               Waterproofing Membrane                    10mm          
                               Leveling Screed                                      30mm

Glass Railing                      

0.00 GF Level              

Fountain Flooring:

                           Mosaic Tiles                               10mm
                           Cement Mortar                           50mm
                           Waterproofing                          300mm

+4.20  1st Floor 
Extension Level            

+5.14  1st Floor 
Existing Level            

+9.00 Second
Floor Level      

+13.50 Third 
Floor Level      

+18.50 Rooftop 
Level      

Basement Floor Detail           Scale:1:10

Enlarged Plan of the Area        Scale:1:10
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Staircase Structure:                              
Precast Concrete Pavings            100mm
HSS Profile                                      200mm  

Staircase Foundation:                                         
HSS Profile                                      200mm
Base Plate                                         10mm
Grout Concrete                               300mm
Concrete Foundation                    400mm
 Magerbeton                                   100mm

Basement Flooring:                                         
Tiles                                                    10mm
Mortar                                                10mm
Concrete Slab                                 400mm
Polyester Insulation                       180mm
Magerbeton                                    100mm


